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Dear Nebraska Peace Advocates,

As we celebrate the liberating power of Easter, the
gifts of nature and spring echo the freshness of new
life and possibilities. Our crocus are up and
bringing bright color to our otherwise drab yard.

Our bodies are tuning into the fresh fragrance of
the air as the temperatures slowly climb. And we
breathe...we breathe.

John Wesley spoke about breathing. He used the
image of breath to describe our receiving of God’s
grace and then our reflection of that grace. He
called this “spiritual respiration.” (reference in God’s
Renewed Creation by our Council of Bishops,
pages 22 and 28)

As advocates of God’s peace, we are invited to
breathe in the peace of our resurrected Christ and
breathe out that peace into our relationships with
others and the planet.

Here’s to living, breathing and acting as
Resurrection people! Cawvol
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(takes about 5 - 10 minutes to complete)

¢ Use these words to frame your daily prayers
for a week:
Breathing in, | feel the power of God’s grace within
me. Breathing out, | share that grace and peace
with all those whom | encounter today.

¢ For those who will be traveling this summer
(great gift for high school and college graduates)
recommend reading Rick Steves’ Travel as a
Political Act. Steves write in the introduction,
“Traveling has taught me the fun of having my
cultural furniture rearranged and my ethnocentric
self-assuredness walloped. It has humbled me,
enriched my life, and tuned me into a rapidly
changing world.”

Rick Steves brings his Christian values to the
book and plenty of his opinions! You will be invited
to agree and disagree with his views, but it is
guaranteed to make your travel experiences richer
and deeper.

To honor the earth, borrow the book from your
library or purchase from an independent book seller
and then share it with others.

¢+ Remind your pastor and worship leaders of the
great resources provided by our General Board of
Church & Society for celebrating the Festival of
God'’s Creation on April 25th.

Go to umc-gbcs.org.

Peace Possibilities
(takes about 30 to 60 minutes to complete)

¢ April 18th is Native American Awareness
Sunday. Along with receiving a special offering
go to www.fcnl.org/nativeam/ and share how
Native Americans will be impacted by the health
care reform bill recently passed. Public policy
does impact all of us. Ask your pastor if you can
include some of this information in your bulletin.

¢ To help celebrate the Festival of God’s
Creation, April 25th, invite your youth group to
help you wash coffee cups after your
fellowship hour to avoid using disposables.
Make a sign by the cups with a
message like this....According to the
Environmental Protection Agency

(EPA), even 500 years from

now, the foam coffee cup you

could have used this morning

would be sitting in a landfill. This

statistic is disturbing when

you consider that 25 billion

polystyrene (commonly known as Styrofoam)

cups are thrown away every year, reports the
EPA. Happy Festival of God’s Creation Day and
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think about bringing your own mug next Sunday
and the next and the next...!

+ Nebraskans witnessed for immigration reform at
the historic march in Washington, D.C. March
21st.  Look for articles
about this and Ecumencal
Advocacy Days in
upcoming UMConnects,
the conference electronic
weekly newsletter
(subscribe by going to F
www.umcneb.org, click on ‘
UMConnect and then “subscription tools”). There
are action suggestions at the end of the articles.
Chat with your pastor about educating and
activating your congregation on behalf of the
sojourner in our midst.

Vision Ventures

(takes a bit more energy!)

. Register and bring a car full of folks from your
church to the Change the World service day April
24th in Omaha! For details, contact

Lisa Maupin at 402-898-9862 or
Imaupin@bigmuddyumc.org

+ Set aside time study God’s Renewed Creation
by our Council of Bishops. Go to
hopeandaction.org to download the document
and see videos and other resources, including a
creative tool for assessing personal and church
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¢+ Go deeper for long-term empowerment in
Haiti. Our conference has joined the Women’s
Division and the General Board of Church & Society
in supporting the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) to cut extreme poverty in half by 2015.
The recent earthquake in Haiti reinforces our need to
continue these efforts.

The devastation from the earthquake was
multiplied by Haiti’'s extreme poverty and that poverty
is caused in part by trade policies which prohibit Haiti
from “adding value” to their exports. For example,
they can export sugar, but not candy. Regional
economies are strengthened when they can export
value-added products.

The eighth goal for the MDGs is to reform trade
and development policies so they strengthen
economies of developing nations.

Coupled with our direct service to Haiti through
UMCOR and health kits, learn more about the MDGs
and visit with your pastor about an educational
campaign to involve your congregation in

advocating for more just
trade policies which will
impact Haiti for long-

term sustainability.
Note: The MDGs also
address corruption in
developing countries and have measures for
transparency and accountability from governments
who participate in the MDG process. Go to
www.un.org/millenniumgoals/ and click on Global

Partnership, the eighth goal.
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