
ALL GOD’S PEOPLE: FAITH FORMATION THROUGH THE LIFE SPAN

October 13-15, 2008

Dear Colleague in Ministry,

You are invited to attend a first-time event: ALL GOD’S PEOPLE: FAITH FORMATION

THROUGH THE LIFE SPAN, October 13-15, 2008 at the General Board of Discipleship
(GBOD) in Nashville, Tennessee. Event participants, together with leaders from the
Family, Life Span & Latino Ministries Team, will explore how faith is formed in people
from birth through older adulthood and how we can be more effective in nurturing faith
for people at all ages.

The format of this event will be different from other GBOD events you may have
attended. This is not an event that features keynote speakers or a variety of workshops
on specific age-level or ministry topics. The participants and the leaders will become a
learning community, examining faith formation from a holistic perspective through the
windows of:

• Growth and Development;
• Generations; 
• Transitions and Cycles of Life;
• Culture; 
• Settings; 
• Traditions and Heritage. 

These various lenses all play a unique role in understanding how faith is formed and
nurtured throughout the life span. Together we will explore what leaders can do to
strengthen faith for people of all ages. 

Please consider attending ALL GOD’S PEOPLE as an important part of your continuing
education for 2008. Enclosed with this letter is a registration packet. Feel free to pass this
information along to others who you think would benefit from the event. Registration is
limited to 120 participants, so we encourage you to register as soon as possible to ensure
a place.

Sincerely,

Members of the Family, Life Span, & Latino Ministries Team
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FACT SHEET

WHAT
ALL GOD’S PEOPLE: FAITH FORMATION THROUGH THE LIFE SPAN provides an opportunity

for ministry leaders (clergy and lay) to:
• hear current research related to how individuals form faith from birth through 

older adulthood.
• go deeper with a smaller group of participants.
• network with other leaders and share ideas and concerns
• strategize how faith communities can aid people of all ages in their journey 

of discipleship.

ALL GOD’S PEOPLE is an offering of Discipleship University. Through Discipleship
University GBOD provides leadership development opportunities for equipping lay and 
clergy in United Methodist congregations to so order the life of the congregation to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world

WHEN
ALL GOD’S PEOPLE will begin at 4:00 p.m. on October 13, 2008 and will conclude at 12

noon on October 15. 

WHO
ALL GOD’S PEOPLE is open to ministry leaders (lay and clergy) with responsibilities for

faith formation at any point in the life span. Registration is limited to 120 participants.

WHERE
All sessions will be held in Jackson Memorial Hall at the Denman Building of the

General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church. The GBOD is located at
1908 Grand Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee, 37212.

COST
There is a $140 registration fee per participant. The registration fee includes event mate-

rials, leadership, opening dinner, beverages, and snacks. Participants are responsible for their
own transportation, housing, and meal expenses (except for opening dinner). There are a
variety of restaurant options within walking distance of the event. 

IF YOU HAVE MORE QUESTIONS 
Contact Connie Schmutz. Email cschmutz@gbod.org; phone 877-899-2780 (ext. l761)
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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION

What is ALL GODÕS PEOPLE?
Like the colored pieces of a kaleidoscope—culture, life transitions, demographics, ministry

settings, and stages of human development interact to form unique patterns that influence
how faith is formed and nurtured. ALL GOD’S PEOPLE provides an opportunity for clergy and
lay leaders who have responsibility for faith formation to look closely at both these pieces and
and the resulting patterns. This event intentionally focuses on Christian discipleship as a life
long process that connects people across the age-span rather than isolating them into 
age-specific silos. 

Recognizing that deep and transformative learning is most likely to occur when learners
are actively engaged with others around areas of mutual interest and passion, this event seeks
to create a setting that will facilitate such a learning community.

Where do I stay?
Housing arrangements are the responsibility of the participants. Reduced rates have been

negotiated at the following two properties. Rooms at either location must be reserved by
September 13 to ensure these rates and availability.

Courtyard by Marriott – West End. 1901 West End Avenue, Nashville, TN 37203, 800-
245-1959 or 615-327-9900. Mention ALL GOD’S PEOPLE or GBOD to receive the nightly rate
of $104.00 plus tax. Parking is $12.00 a day self parking or $14.00 a day valet. Check at the
hotel desk for shuttle service within a five mile radius. The hotel is located approximately one
half mile from the GBOD.

Comfort Inn Downtown, 1501 Demonbreun St., Nashville, TN 37203, 877-424-6423 or
866-405-6362. Mention ALL GOD’S PEOPLE or GBOD to receive the nightly rate of $79.00
plus tax. There is free parking at the hotel but no shuttle service. The hotel is located approxi-
mately one mile from the GBOD.

The Scarritt-Bennett Center is located across the street from the GBOD. Participants 
interested in staying at Scarritt should contact the center directly to enquire about price, 
availability, and to make reservations.

How do I get from the airport to my hotel?
The Gray Line Airport Express services the downtown and West End hotels of Nashville.

The service runs from 5:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. They depart every 15 to 20 minutes from the
airport. The Gray Line ticket counter is located on Level 1. Cost is $20 round-trip or $12 one
way. Forms of payment accepted are cash, VISA, Mastercard, American Express or Discover.

What if I drive to ALL GODÕS PEOPLE?
We will be glad to provide driving instructions to the hotels and to GBOD. Parking will be

provided at GBOD.

How can I be contacted in an emergency?
Jackson Hall telephone number is 877-899-2780, Ext. 7213. 

How about food?
An opening dinner will be provided, as well as beverages and snacks throughout the event.

There are a wide variety of eating places within easy walking distance of the Denman Building
and both hotels.
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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION

What do I do in the evenings?
We will end at 8:00 p.m. on October 13 and at 6:00 p.m. on October 14. For those who

want to explore Nashville, the Convention & Visitors Bureau web site at 
http://www.nashvillecvb.com/visitors/ provides helpful information. 

What should I wear?
In mid-October the weather in Nashville can be in the 70’s on one day and in the 50’s the

next. Come prepared for rain. Dress casually with comfortable walking shoes.

Will I get a Continuing Education Unit (CEU)?
One CEU will be awarded to participants who request it. Please indicate on the registration

form if you would like a CEU.

What if I need to cancel?
A cancellation fee of $50 will be charged for all cancellations. After September 15, no

refunds will be given. All cancellation refunds must be requested in writing.

What is the schedule for this event?

Monday , October 13
4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Registration
5:00 – 8:00 p.m. Opening session (dinner included)

Tuesday , October 14
9:00 – 11:30 a.m. Session 1 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Lunch on your own
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Session 2
3:30 – 4:00 p.m. Break
4:00 – 6 p.m. Session 3

Wednesday , October 15
9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Session 4
11:15 – Noon Closing Worship
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EVENT LEADERSHIP

Richard H. Gentzler , Jr.ÑDirector: Center on Aging and Older Adult Ministry
An ordained elder in the Central Pennsylvania Annual Conference, Rick is author of 

numerous books and articles on aging, midlife, and older adult ministries. He is the writer and 
producer of the award winning video, New Beginnings: The Gifts of Aging. His most recent
book is Aging and Ministry in the 21st Century: An Inquiry Approach.

Melanie GordonÑDirector: Ministries with Younger Children
Melanie resources congregational ministry with younger children including weekday

ministries. She also directs Focus a quadrennial national event for leaders of children’s ministry.
She is a candidate for commissioning as a deacon in the South Carolina Annual Conference.

Mary Alice GranÑDirector: Ministries with Older Children
As a specialist in ministry with school-age children, Mary Alice works with people through-

out the life span who care about children. A clergy member of the Iowa Conference, she has
authored numerous articles, books, and resources, and provides leadership for training events
and consultations with congregational leaders. 

Susan HayÑDirector: Ministries with Congregational Youth Ministry Leaders
Susan has participated the Youth Ministry Spirituality project and the Exemplary

Congregations in Youth Ministr y project, both funded by the Lilly Foundation. She serves as a
Practice Advisor with “The Center for Spiritual Development in Childhood & Adolescence” of
the Search Institute. Susan is a clergy member of the Tennessee Annual Conference.

Bill LizorÑDirector: Ministries with Leaders of Young Adult & Single Adult Ministries
Bill works to equip, empower, and connect leaders in young adult and single adult min-

istries throughout The United Methodist Church. He also serves as the chair of the Young
Adult Ministry Council of the Tennessee Annual Conference.

MaryJane Pierce NortonÑDirector: Family Ministries  
MaryJane is the author of several books, the most recent being Your Baby is For Loving,

Questions Parents Ask About Confirmation , and Making God Real for a New Generation. She
is a clergy member of the North Carolina Annual Conference.

Cruz Edwin SantosÑDirector: Leader Development in Hispanic/Latino Ministries
An ordained elder in the Florida Annual Conference, Edwin has authored numerous articles

and resources on multicultarism and on leadership development in the Latino context. He pro-
vides training in a variety of areas related to Hispanic/Latino ministries including non-Latino
congregations who are seeking to be in ministry with Hispanic/Latino people.

Deb SmithÑ Director: Middle Adult Ministries, Evangelism & Metro Churches 
Deb has edited curriculum and books related to all areas of the life span. She leads work-

shops on mid-life issues. Deb is a clergy member of the Tennessee Annual Conference.

Kevin WittÑDirector: Leaders in Camp & Retreat Ministries
Kevin has a strong background in experiential learning related to faith formation and devel-

oping spiritual leaders. He is co-author of Twists of Faith: Ministry with Youth at the Turning
Points of Their Lives and The Retreat LeaderÕs Manual: A Guide to Organizing Meaningful
Christian Retreats.Kevin is a clergy member of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference.
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Registration Form

First Name_________________ Last Name___________________________

Name for Nametag____________________                      __Male  __Female

Address __________________________________________________________

City_______________________  State__________  Zip____________________

Phone ____________________ Email ___________________________________

Church Name______________________________________________________

Annual Conference__________________

Ministry Position/Responsibilities (check all that apply)

__Pastor __ChildrenÕs Ministry __Annual Conference Staff

__Church Staff __Young Adult Ministry __Camp/Retreat Ministry

__Youth Ministry __Older Adult Ministry __Single Adult Minstrel

__Adult Ministry __Family Ministry __Hispanic/Latino Ministry

Other (please list) _______________________________________________

Special Needs (Dietary , Medical, Disability , etc)

__________________________________________________________________

I am requesting a CEU. __Yes  __No

Include a check or money order for $140 with each registration. Make checks and money
orders payable to GBOD. Mail registration form with registration fee to:

GBOD
P.O. Box 340003
Nashville,TN 37203
Attn: Connie Schmutz; ALL GOD’S PEOPLE

Registration is limited to 120 participants. You will receive a confirmation e-mail or phone
call when your registration is received. 

Housing and travel arrangements are the responsibili-
ty of the participant. In order to receive the participant
rate at either the Comfort Inn or Courtyard by Marriott,
reservations must be made by September 13. 


