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SPEAKING UNITED METHODIST

AC ..................................Annual Conference
ARMS ............................Association of Retired Ministers and Spouses
BMCR ............................Black Methodists for Church Renewal
BOOM ............................Board of Ordained Ministry
CAC ...............................Children’s Annual Conference
CCFA .............................Conference Council on Finance and Administration
COCU ............................Consultation on Church Union
Connectional Table   ......The highest level ministry development body of the Nebraska United Methodist Conference
CPP ...............................Comprehensive Protection Plan (part of Board of Pension and Health Benefi ts)
CSE ...............................Clergy Sexual Ethics
CURRICU-U-PHONE ....Nationwide Watts line for information about UM Curriculum (1-800-251-8591)
CWS ..............................Church World Service (relief and rehabilitation arm of National Council of Churches)
DAC ...............................Denominational Average Compensation (of pastors)
DS ..................................District Superintendent
EAP ...............................Employee Assistance program (counseling for church employees’ families)
EUB ...............................Evangelical United Brethren (a predecessor denomination of the UMC)
GAIN ..............................Grants to American Indians (part of IMN structure)
GBGM ............................General Board of Global Ministries (New York, NY)
GCFA .............................General Council on Finance and Administration (Nashville, TN)
HEALTHFLEX ................Conference health plan
HANA .............................Hispanic, Asian and Native American Scholarships
IMN ................................ Interchurch Ministries of Nebraska 
INFO-SERV ................... Information Services of UM Communications in Nashville (1-800-262-3007)
JMC ............................... Jurisdictional Mission Council
Keenagers .....................Retired folks
LC .................................. Local church
MARCHA .......................Methodists Associated Representing the Cause of Hispanic Americans
MEF ...............................Ministerial Education Fund
MFSA .............................Methodist Federation for Social Action
MPP ...............................Ministerial Pension Plan
NAIC ..............................Native American International Caucus
NFAAUM ........................National Federation of Asian American United Methodists 
NOMADS .......................Nomads on a Mission, Active in Devine Service
NWU ..............................Nebraska Wesleyan University
NYMO ............................National Youth Ministries Organization
NUMeCEF .....................Nebraska United Methodist Christian Educators Fellowship
NUMHE .........................Nebraska United Ministries in Higher Education
SCJ ................................South Central Jurisdiction
UMCC ............................United Methodist Community Centers (UM neighborhood centers based in Omaha)
UMCom .........................United Methodist Communications
UMCOR .........................United Methodist Committee on Relief
UMHE ............................United Ministries in Higher Education
UMM ..............................United Methodist Men
UMM-MR .......................United Methodists Ministries - Missouri River District
UMPH ............................United Methodist Publishing House
UMRF ............................United Methodist Rural Fellowship
UMW ..............................United Methodist Women
UMYF ............................United Methodist Youth Fellowship
VIM ................................Volunteers in Mission
WCC ..............................World Council of Churches (global ecumenical organization)
WMC ..............................World Methodist Council (global organization of Methodist denominations)
WSF ...............................World Service Fund (UM global outreach)
YAC ...............................Youth Annual Conference
YCT ...............................Youth Common Table
YSF ................................Youth Service Fund
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Matthew 25:35b

Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”

The “Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.” brand promise of the United Methodist 
Church is depicted in the art theme used for the Nebraska United Methodist 2009 Annual 
Conference Session and is depicted here to reinforce our commitment to our vision in our 
churches of radical hospitality.

As Nebraska United Methodists we are rolling out the welcoming carpet that leads to the 
spiritual vitality of our congregations. As we work together in this welcoming ministry, we 
are also rethinking how we become relevant partners in our communities. The Rethink 
Church campaign asks us to take our radical hospitality outside our church walls and 
into the streets and sidewalks of our local communities. Together let us offer this prayer 
shared on page 6 of the Annual Conference Session Resource Book.

“O God, you have welcomed us and show us how much you value us and love us 
through the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. May we offer others the same welcome we 
have received through your grace, remembering that it is your amazing grace that en-
ables us to reach out in love to others. Help us to let go of our fears and insecurities, and 
prejudices so that we may boldly follow Jesus’ example, inviting people to the banquet of 
your gracious love. Teach us to be a welcoming church that practices radical hospitality 
so that more and more people become a part of the body of Christ as powerful witnesses 
of your great grace and for your glory along. Amen.”
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